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Welcome to Royal Oak Church

Sabbath Jan 9 2021

Reflecting Jesus as a Family 

 NEXT WEEK – PICNIC IN THE PARK

Enjoy God’s outdoors at Cornwall Park next week, 
January 16.  Meet after the church service at the 
Royal Oak Tree.  Details to the tree will be in next 
week’s bulletin.

BABY DEDICATION
This afternoon Justin and Karen Schwarz’ baby girl 
Rose is to be dedicated here at Royal Oak church at 
2.00 pm.  May God bless Justin and Karen as they 
put Rose into Jesus’ hands and bring her up to know 
and love Him.

DURING THE WEEK
Prayer Meeting, Wednesday at 7.00 pm at church.  
New 10-week theme starting next week: “Seeking 
Revival”.  January 13’s topic – ‘Jesus’ Most Precious 
Gift’.  For further information contact Milca at 
milcamushambi@yahoo.com .
Zoom Good Night Bible Study, Thursday, 7.30 pm.  
For meeting details please contact Pastor Vitalii at 

rocsda.co.nz youtube.com/rocsda
Royal Oak Seventh-day 
Adventist Church @rocsda

Bulletin Sandy Crawford - bulletin@qps.co.nz  or phone 279 3389*
Contact by midday Wednesday for bulletin announcements or if you  
would like to receive the bulletin and E newsletter

vitaliishevchenko@adventist.org.nz 
Opening and Closing Sabbath on Zoom.  Friday night 
opening Sabbath and closing Sabbath on Saturday 
night, both at 7.30 pm.  Zoom details for both nights 
are: Meeting ID 780 288 7521 PW 9205.  If you would 
like further information, please contact Milca.

LITTLE FREE PANTRY

Your support of our Little Free Pantry is much 
appreciated, especially during the holiday time.  
Thank you, and God bless you for remembering those 
who are in need.

Family Announcements

CONTACT INFORMATION

Pastor
Vitalii Shevchenko
vitaliishevchenko@adventist.org.nz
021 735 636

Head Elder
Alexander Yaroshevich
ay.tcby@gmail.com 
021 944 691

PASTORAL

Head Deacon 
Peter McGoon 
Peter.McGoon@thermofisher.com 
021 168 6400 

Head Deaconess 
Milca Mushambi
milcamushambi@yahoo.com 
021 035 8818 



Today at Royal Oak Church
Sabbath
School
9:30am

Worship
Service
11:00am

WELCOME
Exodus 15:2 ESV “The Lord is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation.
A big welcome to church today as we have come together to praise and worship God.  If you are visiting us 
today we are so glad to see you here at Royal Oak.  Happy Sabbath!

KNOWLEDGE OF THE LORD

A hidden treasure.

   The divinity of Christ was as a hidden treasure. At times when He was upon earth divinity flashed through 
humanity, and His true character was revealed. The God of heaven testified to His oneness with His Son. At His 
baptism the heavens were opened and the glory of God in the similitude of a dove like burnished gold hovered 
over the Saviour, and a voice came from heaven, saying, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased” 
(Matthew 3:17). But the nation to whom Christ came, though professing to be the peculiar people of God, did 
not recognize the heavenly treasure in the person of Jesus Christ....
   The Majesty of heaven was not discerned in the disguise of humanity. He was the divine Teacher sent from 
God, the glorious Treasure given to humanity. He was fairer than the sons of men, but His matchless glory was 
hidden under a cover of poverty and suffering. He veiled His glory in order that divinity might touch humanity, 
and the treasure of immense value was not discerned by the human race....
   “The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us” (John 1:14). The treasure indeed is hidden under the garb 
of humanity. Christ is the unsearchable riches, and he who finds Christ finds heaven. The human agent who 
looks upon Jesus, who dwells by faith on His matchless charms, finds the eternal treasure.  

E. G. White, The Youth’s Instructor, August 22, 1895.

SUNSET TIMES This Evening 8.43pm       Next Friday  8.42pm

NEXT SABBATH:
Preacher  Pastor Vitalii Shevchenko
Offering  Local Church Expense
Flowers  M McGoon
Cleaning  P McGoon

The Flowers today are from H Schaaf

THOSE LEADING US IN WORSHIP TODAY: 
Welcome Angelika Shevchenko
Worship in Song Worship Team
Scripture reading 
Prayer song Pass me not, o gentle Savior
Prayer Alexander Yaroshevich
Offering Camp Development (Tui Ridge)  
Children’s Story Justin Schwarz 
Sermon The Firstborn of the Dead
Closing Hymn Because He lives
Benediction  Pastor Vitalii Shevchenko
 

Bible verse:
Revelation 1:5-6 “and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of 
the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, and has made us to be 
a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen.”

Being a firstborn sometimes becomes a significant challenge. (I know that from first-hand experience.) There 
are at least seven places in the Scriptures where the Messiah is called a “firstborn”. In some of those places 
“the firstborn of all creation”, in others “the firstborn among many brethren”. However, He’s also called “the 
firstborn of the dead”. And here is the problem, because we know that some people were resurrected before 
the Messiah’s death and His resurrection on the Easter Morning. 
Let us search the Scriptures and find out how the fact that the Messiah is “the firstborn of the dead” affects 
our lives in 2021. 

Pr Vitalii Shevchenko

God’s Message


